
Making sense of content standards

through óreconceptualizationô for 

21st century skills



What will result?

ÂMeaningful & engaging lessons

Â Increase in student engagement while 

addressing content standards and 

standardized test performances

ÂDeeper understanding of subject matter

ÂHelps develop 21st century skills



Benefits for the teacher

Helps teachers to think more deeply and 

holistically about the world our students live in 

today when developing lesson plans 

Encourages enhanced professional judgment

A different way of evaluating student 

understanding



What is curriculum reconceptualization?

Â Reconceptualization is a process of 
transforming State Standards (including 
óbenchmarksô and óindicatorsô--terms we 
use in Ohio) from one focused primarily on 
subject matter/content understanding into 
holistic units that look more at the ñbig 
picture.ò  

Â This ñbig pictureò incorporates the 
studentôs understanding of subject  matter 
in relationship to her/himself and society.



It involves teaching for something 

called 

ñ3S Understandingò

Subject

Self

Social



What is 3S understanding?

Â Subject: the discipline; content; the standards

Â Self: the individual; ómyô perspective

Â Social: the larger world around me of which I am part, 

regardless whether I recognize or acknowledge it

3S understanding is a way of connecting subject 
matter with a studentôs sense of self and his/her 
interrelationship with the larger society (family, local, 
state, national, global)



3 different paradigms (approaches) of teaching

1. Standardized Management: what we receive 

from the state/national; what we teach

2.   Constructivist Best Practice: all the óbest 

practicesô to help teach the material; ex: 

Understanding by Design (óbackwards designô) 

and differentiated instruction; what & how we 

teach

3. Curriculum Wisdom: incorporates the what & 

how with why we teach.  Shifting from one to 

another; a kind of transformation.



Standardized Management paradigm

focuses on pre-determined skills-based and 

subject matter knowledge; uses 

standardized measurement methods

Use 21st Century Tools to Develop Learning Skills:

To develop competence in an area of inquiry, students must 

have a deep foundation of knowledge, understand facts and 

ideas in the context of a conceptual framework, and 

organize knowledge so they can retrieve and apply it.

Use instructional strategies that reflect current research, 

modern contexts to engage students in learning and 

classroom assessments that effectively measure what 

students are learning and how they are learning it. 



Constructivist Best Practice paradigm

focuses on subject matter understanding and student 

meaning-making; variety of assessment methods 

(not only standardized tests)

Teach and Learn in a 21st Century Context:

Because children now live in a world of almost unlimited 

streams of trivial and profound information, of enormous 

opportunity an difficult choices, helping students make vital 

practical, emotional and social connections to skill and 

content is more important than ever. 

Students need to know how to use their knowledge and 

skillséby thinking critically, applying knowledge to new 

situations, analyzing information, comprehending new ideas, 

communicating, collaborating, solving problems, making 

decisions.  



Curriculum Wisdom Paradigm

focuses on student demonstration of subject 

matter understanding integrated in personally 

meaningful self and social understanding; 

variety of assessment methods

Teach and Learn 21st Century Content:

Global awareness: In this environment people need a deeper 

understanding of the thinking, motivations and actions of 

different cultures, countries, and regions.  Global awareness 

promotes understanding, tolerance and acceptance of the 

ethnic, cultural, religious and personal differences as they 

play out in communities and work places.



Ultimately, this process

encourages us to explore more deeply our beliefs of 

what education is for, what learning means, and our role 

as a professional educatoré

éthen use these understandings as the basis for 

constructing our lesson plansé  



Here We Go!



First example of óreconceptualizationô 

for 3S Understanding

K-12 English Language Arts Ohio Academic Content Standards

**********************************************************

Received Standard (from the State)

Write responses to novels, stories, poems, and plays 

that provide an interpretation, a critique, or a 

reflection and support judgments with specific 

references to the text.

Reconceptualized Standard (revised)

Write responses to a novel and provide an 

interpretation, a critique, or a reflection, support your 

judgments with the class readings and other related 

readings, and include in your responses the impact 

on self (you) and your community.



Standardized Management approach

What role does each member of Jonasôs family have in 

the community?

Constructivist Best Practice approach

What is the significance of each of the roles within the 

community? What role would you prefer if you were a 

member of this community? Why is this so?

Curriculum Wisdom approach

What is the role of community in the 21st century? 

What roles do you, your family members, your friends 

have in the communities in which you live?

The Giver by Lowry (1993)



Second example of óreconceptualizationô for 3S understanding  

(Foreign Language, grade 9  Ohio)

óReceivedô Content Standard: 

Communication

Benchmark E:

Interact in a wide range of situations using culturally 

authentic language and gestures.

Indicator:

Demonstrate the ability to acquire goods or services.  

ReconceptualizedñStandardò: 

Acquire a good or service and in your response, identify the 

impact that the good/service has on yourself, 

your upbringing, and your community. 




